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      I love the springtime.  Everything looks green now.  It got so warm so early this year – 88 degrees at the Boston Marathon – there was ample opportunities to get out and about but the landscape still looked a bit bare.  Now all that has caught up and spring has sprung.  We still get that pesky sea breeze that keeps things cool but give that another month or two.  It just might be that Mother’s Day (May 13th!) will be a beautiful warm spring day, a great chance to take mom out.  There is nothing like a hot dog and french fries at Castle Island – I don’t think so!  Boston does have so many nice places to spend an afternoon.  How about a walk along the Charles, or Jamaica Pond, the Fenway or the Arboretum.  You could even go downtown and hang out at the Public Gardens.  All these things are free so you can have extra money to spend on dinner.  Would that be original or crispy?  Of course it wouldn’t be Mother’s Day unless we had a time at church to honor the mothers among us and let them know they are appreciated.  Always a great day, so come to church and -Don’t forget your mother.  
     Spring brings rejuvenation and yes, we are so glad to have Pastor Clarence and Robin back from his sabbatical.  After this time of rest Pastor Clarence is ready to jump in with renewed strength.  It is great to have him back.  What does Psalm 23 say – He restores my soul.  We will be letting you know the details of what he will be doing.  Remember, Pastor Clarence retired from Starlight but continues as our 
Associate Pastor of Outreach.  Give Pastor “C” a big hug which he is so well known for..

     On Sundays we continue our series in the book of Hebrews called “From a seed to full grown faith”.  We all start as a seed but there is something in that life of Christ in us that wants to grow and get strong.  We’re not much different from this group of Jewish believers – Hebrews of long ago.  There are obstacles that get in the way, misdirections, wrong thinking, that tendency to shrink back thinking it’s just too hard.  But it is God’s intention to bring us through to be strong women and men of faith.  That’s a process I want to be part of, with all of you.  Don’t forget, we do record the sermons on Sunday unless human error occurs, like the pastor forgets.    So you can keep up with us if you miss by going to our web site, www.southendchurch.org and simply clicking on “If you want to hear the sermon”.     By the way, I think we are due for a new church picture.
     Our annual meeting for the church is coming up on Sunday, May 20th.  Things will be a bit different that day as far as our schedule.  We will have one combined English service from 9:00 to 10:30.  (No Sunday School that day)  After the service we will have a light brunch , joined by our Spanish brothers and sisters from Iglesia Comunidad.  The business meeting will be from 11:00-12:30.  At the meeting we will be receiving new members, voting on officers and committee members, voting on our new budget and hearing reports of what God has been doing here at South End Church.  Remember, we are one church with three congregations.  After the meeting Pastor Jose will have the Spanish service at 1:00.  Got all that.  Put it on your schedule, we need you here.
     An urgent prayer request is for Willie August, his wife Tasha and little Samuel.  Willie had a deep tissue leg infection that got worse and worse to the point of life threatening.  He is in the hospital (BMC) after surgery but is not out of the woods yet.  These are the trying times of life.  Let’s be with them in this unexpected trial.
     As far as the stats for April, our average weekly offering was $1,491.85.  This brings our 
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year to date average (10 months so far) to $1,386, over our budget of $1,276.  That is a good thing so watch out Jeffery, time is coming.  Our average attendance for April, which includes Easter – a great day, what can I say – was 82.

     That’s all for now.  As you look at all the new green growth going on outside, ask the Lord to bring a new spring to your own heart as well.  May God bless you.
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